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by single gentlemen of undoubted characters, to agreeable young women of unblemished reputations, to become either their wives or their companions. And, by a prudent forecast, she particularly attends to the premiums so frequently offered for a fine wholesome breast of milk.
When it is introduced into my Lady's dressing-room, it undergoes a severer examination : for, if my Lord and Lady ever meet, it is then and there. The youngest, probably, of the young ladies is appointed to read it aloud, to use her to read at sight. If my Lord, who is a judge of wit, as well as of property, in the last resort, gives a favourable nod, and says, it is well enough to-day, my Lady, who does not care to contradict him in trifles, pronounces it to be charming. But if unfortunately my Lord, with an air of distaste, calls it poor stuff, my Lady discovers it to be horridly stupid. The young family are unanimously of opinion, that the name of Adam Fitz-Adam is a very comical one, and inquire into the meaning of the globe in the frontispiece; by which, if anybody could tell them, they might get a pretty notion of geography.
In families of an inferior class, I'meet with a fuller, though perhaps not a more favourable, trial. My merits and demerits are freely discussed. Some think me too grave, others trifling. The mistress of the house, though she detests scandal, wishes, for example's sake only, that I would draw the characters, and expose the intrigues, of the fine folks. The master wonders that I do not give the Ministers a rap; and concludes that I receive hush-money. But all agree in saying facetiously and pleasantly enough, that the WORLD does not inform them how the